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Xi Cheng district .. Dong Cheng district

Xi Cheng district
X-1. Xin Jie Kou area
X-2. Fu Sui Jing arca
X3, Chang Qiao arca
X-4. Feng Sheng arca
X-5. Er Long Lu arca
X+6. Xi Chang An Jie arca

Dong Cheng district
D-1. An Ding Men area
D-2. Bei Xin Qiao area
D-3. Jiso Dao Kou area
D4, Jing Shan area

D-5. Dong Si area

D-6, Dong Hua Men area
D-7. Chao Yang Men area
D-8. Jian Guo Men area

Xuan Wu district
Xu-1. Guan Nei arca
Xu-2. Chun Shu area
Xu-3, Da Shi Lan area
Xu-4. Niu Jie arca

Xu-$. Bai Zhi Fang aren
Xu-6. Tao Ran Ting arca
Xu-7. Tian Qiao area

Chong Wen district
Co1. Qian Men arca

C-2. Chong Wen Men area
C-3. Dong Hua Shi arca
C-4. Tian Tan arca

TR C-5. Ti Yu Guan Lu arca

- C-6. Loag Tan arca
Xuan Wu district Chong Wen district

Areas management in Beijing Old City quarter
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! Tibet Heritage Fund International, Beijing Hutong Conservation Plan, P. P. 26-27.
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The Hierarchy of The Impact of The Cultural Dimensions in Development
Map

Introduction:

“Unless culture is considered a given and heritage which moves from generation
to generation it is a historical output, i.e it is a structure exists in the records of the
history,precisely, in the history of social groups among each other, and in order to
analyze a certain cultural system, we have to analyze the social - historical situation

which produces this system as it is™".

Syria has a civilized cultural and archeological heritage which is very ancient,
popular, and distinguished, and which represents an intellectual and religious
diversity.

Syria also has a lot of cultural treasures that we have to preserve and treat in a
special way since they constitute spectra and variations for the mosaic of the
cultural scenes.

There is no doubt that the developing countries elevated in the ladder of growth by
the help of the perseverance of Syrian governments to work to raise the level of
welfare and the adequacy of its people throughout the implementation of plans for
a phased, social and economic development, these efforts are listed under the
intended change.

There is also a technical factor whose system contains all the updated innovations
in different lifelines such as the cultural, industrial, educational, health, media,
promotion or communicative field, and even the household appliances and what
results from them like the social and cultural changes whose effects reach all
society.

One of the factors, which we can't ignore its effects in the process of change, is the
ecological factor. It is known that its effect is slow, and that is because the climatic
changes such as the scarcity of rain causes drought and desertification.

! George Balandeh, Political Anthropology, translated by Ali Al-Masri, University Establishment for studies and
distribution, Beirut, Second Edition.



This makes living impossible in many places which was inhabited before. This
causes the migration to other areas which results a change in the morals, traditions
and the ways of earnings.

The media factor with its various means transmits ideas, lifelines and traditions in
an attractive way using selected and studied messages and contents spreading their
effects over the developing societies especially the urban ones which makes them
compete, struggle and interact with ancient and traditional ideas and ways leading
to form a good mixture replaces what has prevailed reaching the social change.

This research aims to describe and analyze some of the features and trends of the
social and cultural change in addition to the urbanization in the Syrian society in
order to reveal the factors which affect them and to know more about the social
morals that have an essential change, in addition to the trend which the change
takes, and also it includes realizing the growth of the social life and its
development within the studied sample.

We can identify the problem of the research throughout the following question:
What is our cultural field?

What is our field? What are its manifestations? Whatare itsdimensions and
intersections? What are our perceptions?What areconceptions about it? Why is it
ancient to the extent?

that went back to the depth of history? How do we use?

How do we make use of it? What are its references and backgrounds? Does it have
a realistic and factualexistence?Or is resulting from definition structure
andconvenience? Isit possible to it to be a virtual scene or globe? How do people
develop a region of cultural valuebearing in mind the requirements of
contemporary life,economicand social situation of the population?

Preparing the developmental map of the society on the basis of studying the
cultural dimensions of this societyhas great importance because this map gives a
Factualimage ofwhat the society needs in the Frame work ofthe development .

Throughout the preparation of the map, the developmental objects appear.



These objects benefit the society. In addition, they allow The workers to know
their situation, and to deal with it in a way that allows developing it.

The study of the Syrian variables which affect the developmental map has many
objects.

This study is creative process show the development objects which we look
forward to see it, and this studyaims to:

1- It is considered a planning method to achieve the socialcultural development .
2- It documents the historical heritage of the society.

3 It is a method tocreate group awareness of the civilized history of the society and
the way of its social and economic usage.

4- 1t facilitate the process of setting the economic and social strategies.
+ The Theoretical Directions in the Study of the UrbanDevelopment:

This chapter speaks about the theoretical directions which explain the process of
the urban development and the roleofthe Family and the relatives® relations in the
process of development.

Then the research reaches to the conclusion that there are many theoretical
directions in the study of the urban development .The most important direction is
the comparison between the country side and city,in which The sociologists are
interested in remarkable differences among the civilized societies and the
urbanized societies, and the historical direction which portraits the development of
the urban societies and the change of the rural areas to urban ones, and the
economic direction which considersurbanization a developed stage out of the
human economic development stages, and the demographic direction which
considers the population, density, gender distribution, species structures, the types
of births, the types of deaths and migration of big importance in the process of
urbanization, urban growth and the ideal analysis considering it as independent
discourse, and the scholar reaches it by identifying the properties accompanying
for a subject or a certain phenomenon, and the ecological direction where the
essence of city is throughout putting a big number of people in a relatively small
space, and the psychological direction which aims to discover the psychological
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pressures, and the individuals’ positions in a trial to understand the complicated
human circumstances in the urban areas, and the organizational which means the
direction to the social organizations which are more complicated, and the political
and administrative direction which looks at the city form the political and
administrative prospect and that is because its political dimension is identified by
being an administrative center, and possibility of developing the third world
requires knowing the history and culture of those states and its social structure in
the past and present. There should also be a necessity to adopt new values,

concepts and characteristics which contribute to the activation ofthe
developmental process with dependence on self taking into
consideration having natural and human resources and the rational
investment for those resources. In the age of urbanization, the family is
no longer a commission that plays a role in the process of social bringing
up. Many specialized educational commissions out of the family frame
have done this task. Even though, it is wrong to claim that the family
and education are considered two separate systems. Many studies have
referred in the intersecting have led to liberate the family from some of
the pressures, to which the family submit, in order to enable the
individuals benefit from the chances which the continuous changing
technology give them. The education separates the proletariats from its
families which leads to destabilize the relation between the individual
and the family, and between the individual and the land,and to allow the
geographic movement from family to factory and from village to
urbanism .The change of the relatives’ relation have contributed actively
to modifying and preparing the social row which leads to the urban
development. Industry and family are two related issues and each one of
them is a reason to change the other one. But if the separated family has
been found before manufacturing, this assures that the family is
considered a stable variable, and manufacturing and urbanization are
considered a dependent variable. From what mentioned before, we find
that the family has a great role in drawing the image of the society and



its traditions and its transmission which affects the cultural formation of
the society, and this leads to change the cultural map of some area and
affects the development process in it.

** The Role of Cultural Changes in Sustainable Urban
Development:

The social change is an existential fact; in addition, it is a general
phenomenon and major property the activities and life’s incident are
characterized by. It is a life necessity for all human societies and it is a
matter of their survival and growth. In addition, because of the change, it
can adapt with its reality, and the change will achieve the balance and
stability in their structures and activities, and the requirement of their
individuals and diverse and renewable needs will be changed too. The
change has played a positive role in the origination of many natural
sciences and human studies. The phenomenon of change has drawn
Man’s attention since the time Man has been thinking of existence where
he hasnoticed them in the movement of orbs and its movement from
place to place, and Man has seen them in the succession of night and
day. Then, his imagination and thought have to legendary mythological
explanations, and to theological explanations ended with establishing
astronomy and orbs. This chapter studies the concept of the cultural and
social change, and the aspects which lead to this change. This research
differentiates between the concepts of development, advance and
change. It also differentiates between the concepts of social change and
cultural change. There is no way to give special aspects for the change in
the material side and other aspects in the non-material side. As a result,
the cultural change is what happens as a change in the two sides of
culture whether it is material or non-material and in all aspects of society
(language, art, traditions, habits, the change of priorities, the scale of
values and technology......... ). Accordingly, the social change becomes



a part of the cultural change in addition to this material frame. So, not all
cultural change are social change, where as the opposite is true. This
change contributes to draw the cultural map which is considered the first
influence in the process of urban development. The aspects of social and
cultural change are not interpreted in one aspect and not even in the
major aspect. The reality shows the support of many aspects to make a
change. The development of economy and the process of manufacturing,
for example, demand providing the trained workers.(Demographic and
educational aspect), the raw materials (natural and geographic aspect),
technology and sincere leaders, and directive and motivate ideology. Not
all of them are of the same importance, so they are characterized by
relativity according to the difference of time, place and circumstances.
The aspects of change are summarized by many points beginning with
the ecological and natural aspects which are represented in the
components of the natural environment in which the Man lives. They
contain the geographic location, topography, soil, climate and raw
material. Second, the demographic aspects in which the population of
people, their distribution and their combination are considered the most
important aspects in making the social change. Third, the ideological
and cultural aspects which are considered an intellectual, purposeful and
motivating movement has positive effectiveness in social and cultural
circumstance. In addition, their soul reflects in social bringing up and in
morals and in behavior. Fourth, the technological aspects in which the
new inventions leave a significant effect in the human societies. The
technological creations of some culture are considered the major motive
in the process of change. The industrial revolution and what
accompanies of technological advance lead to make significant and
important changes in the lifelines generally speaking, and in the social
systems particularly speaking. Fifth, we have the economic aspects
which consider the economic powers responsible, to a large extent, for



the developments and historical events that the human society
experiences, and to the extent in which all the other aspects become of
no importance. The Theoretical Bases which are accredited to study the
Influence of Social and Cultural Dimensions in the process of
Sustainable Development: In this chapter, the research speaks about the
concept of social structure, its theoretical bases, the concept of cultural
formation and its theories moving to the sustainable development and its
relation with culture and cultural institutions. Throughout what have
been shown in the chapter form theories, ideas, and different opinions
regarding the social structure and the sustainable development, we can
conclude: That Man is, generally speaking, the axis and basis of the
social structure, and different social frames depend on Man, so he
controls the systems of which the societies are built. If Man good too. So
that, everyone, who can take a decision in the benefit of Man’s care, his
protection and his development, have to be interested in Man’s culture,
his development, renewing his ideas and ambitions, and to put programs
and plans to make him able to keep up with the development which is
happening in the world. If we want to reach to a society in which
knowledge and morals prevail, we have to plant them in Man first. Then,
these knowledge and morals prevail all over the society after that. On the
contrary, if we ignore the knowledge and morals, the social structure
cracks by time because of all kinds of threats which the society
experienced and which target its structure and internal entity. We all
have to be interested in Man and to establish the institution which we
need to develop and renew Man and to build the system of his ideas
according to the rules of his nature, and we also help him to comprehend
a large amount of information which he experiences every day. In
addition, we help him to build his character to make him more active in
society .This will enable him control the events not allowing these
events to control him. It is necessary to prepare an environment which is



suitable for Man to overcome the environmental circumstances to serve
him which leads to serve the society. Moreover, we have to reform his
behavior by means of making organized change in the laws of
environment in which one can reach a human from whose characteristics
are perfect, and by this, he will become an active and effective member
In society. Man has a significance role in the cultural structure of
society, especially that he formulates the ideas and values, and he
preserves them, he is also considered an active element in the culture of
any society. It is clear that the interest, taking care and qualifying him
will contribute to find out Man who is able to face difficulties which the
world cultural invasion enforces to try to cancel the local identity. The
theories of social structure are summarized by the fact that the people of
the theory of respond look at the group an analytical look. The people of
the theory of whole are interested in group as a whole. In addition, the
theory of Static-Dynamic has studied the social organization and the
conditions of society’s existence and its social structure. Brown in his
theory, the binary relations, assures the major units which compose the
social structure are represented by the individuals who practice social
roles. Brigard in his theory, the permanent relations, considers that the
social structure consists of a row of independent buildings. Robert
Redfield in his theory, he doesn’t only study the binary relations but he
considers the permanent relations too. Pearson’s theory of action assures
the personality by describing it as an instrument of action in which Man
participations to achieve the organized expectations of the roles of the
social structure. The Islamic theory says that the motives of the
origination of societies are based on three major points represented by
the marriage law, recognition and exchanging benefits. The theories of
cultural formation are summarized that the theory of the soul of culture,
by Lsaibar and Horf, sees that any culture that is characterized by a
certain “soul”, and it is a group of mere psychological characteristics



which are concluded from the analyze the cultural subject. The theory of
the method of looking at life, by Redfield, is known as the external look
to faces. The theory of major structure, by Abram Gardener, assures that
the individuals of society who carry one culture participate in certain
characteristics for personality. The national theory, by Walas, is
specialized by the study of political states and it identifies the
individual’s personalities. The theory of the temper of culture, by Roth
Bendict, is interested in emotional formula of behavior which is socially
stylized. The theory of the characters of the center, by Linton, has
derived from the theory of the temper of culture by Roth Bendict and the
binary temper which is based on kind. This theory has been
implemented in social centers, such as the child’s centers, the husband’s
centers, and the mother’s centers. The theory of themes, by Oblar,
assures that every culture has a limited number of values, ideas and
directions turn around the components of happy life and the real
objectives of the human existence. The theory of the pattern personality,
by Linton, is different because it represents the statistical heterogeneous
composition.

¢ Scientific, Arab and Local Experiments in the Process of
Preservation and Development:

In this chapter, the researcher has studied a group of global, Arab and
local experiments in the process of preservation and development similar
to the case study, Maaloula, in terms of the exceptional global value and
the importance of the cultural resources which are available there.

1- On the international level, the city Hutong Beijing :

The city of Hutong Beijing in China is considered one of the oldest
ancient cities which are inhabited, and it has big human and cultural
heritage which is represented by the local inhabitants in addition to the



fact that Hutong is historical ancient city which has it special
architectural type and a special architectural method. It has a general
prevailed pattern which is the squared houses for big families, and the
planning of streets has the alleys form, the city is a squared shape.
Hutong has cultural non-material resources in addition to the special
practical. The citizens of the city have special traditions and habits
springing from their nature and the nature of their beliefs. In the strategy
of the development, the management of planning cities, protecting the
cultural ruins, the management of housing, the economic management,
the general security and the management of population, The
management of environment and cleaning, the green management,
tourism.

2- On the Arab level, the historical of Cairo:

The historical city of Cairo and its preservation policy and the practiced
development in it are the causes of its selection because it has wonderful
characteristics. Beginning with the nature of citizen, and the various
models of building which are existed there that went back to different
ages. Cairo is considered a rich city according to ruins, artistic
archeological pieces, architectural formulation, and traditions. The most
important thing in the strategy of development is the awareness
campaign about the importance of historical city of Cairo and the
exceptional global value because of what the city gas as cultural
resources of all material types, stable assets, movable, non-material,
practical and natural.On the local level, the campaign has worked to
support the relationship between people and the historical city of Cairo,
bearing in mind concentration on the their role in rehabilitation the site
and preserving it. To achieve that goal some tools have been selected,
and the steps of work have been implemented to prepare social, cultural
and economic advantages for the citizens of the historical city of Cairo.
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The objective is awareness of the special values of the heritage on the
spreading people level in city in its communication with the statement of
the exceptional world value. Because of the diversity of the target
audience in the campaign, the campaign has been designed to address
the demands and expectations.

3- On the local level, the old city of Damascus:

The project of integrated plan for preservation and development of the
old city of Damascus was a good sample which can be studied because
of what Damascus has of local, Arab and international importance,
taking to consideration that Damascus is considered the oldest capital
city which is still inhabited till the present time, and because of the large
number of civilization which has cascaded since the dawn of history till
now. It contains a lot of cultural resources which constitute, despite
different importance, developmental opportunities which were benefited
in the plan of preservation and development in addition to that the plan
assures the management of the site in an integrated way to make use of
all the available cultural resources. The integrated plan for preservation
development in the old city of Damascus shows a series of necessary of
interventions to protect the location of the international heritage, and at
the same time to preserve the role of the old city as an active economic
center, and a multi-income residential area, and it also suggests a series
of interventions in the area of protection outside the wall which aim to
improve the traffic cycle, to provide parking for cars and to provide help
for completing activities.

The plan classifies the interventions between enormous material projects
or mere simple interventions, providing the technical help and
organizing the finance by low benefit loans for the owners of properties
to help them in the works of repairs and improvements.
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The study of any case is done throughout several standards such as the
cultural, natural, economic, architectural and constructional history, and
throughout cultural resources which are available as a location of all
kinds, and which we have to benefit from it in drawing the plans of
development that is related to the study case area, in addition to the
privacy of each area and the applicable plan of the administration. This
IS very clear in the former three cases.

This is what is going to be applied in the study case in the next chapter,
Maaloula town, in which the research will display the importance of
Maaloula city and the standards of its selection as a case study. After
that, it moves to study the cultural resources of all kinds in Maaloula.

Then, it moves to discuss these resources and define its hierarchy and
the best mechanism to make use of them in the developmental process to
conclude the general results which show the hierarchy of the cultural
dimension in the developmental process for any area and in drawing the
national developmental map.

s The role of the cultural variables in the process of Urban
Development-case study /Maaloula/:

The role of the cultural variables in the urban development /Maaloula/

The definition of the case: The standards of the e Before history.
_ _ selection: e Aramaic.
° G_enejral information storical culiural e Greek, Roman,
e Linking roads J istorical cultura Byzantine.
standards. .
e Christian.

e Natural standards.

e Economic standards.

e Architectural and
constructional.

Historical overview:

A

v
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The cultural resources

This research has studied the Maaloula town and various cultural
resources available in it where we have found:

Maaloula contains significance historical landmarks. The most important
landmarks are the monasteries, churches, stone roads, important, ancient
and Christian ruins such as ancient Byzantine church sculpted in stone in
the heart of the mountain.

There is also the Patriarch Martakla monastery. The houses of Maaloula
town are characterized by the height of some of them above the layers
where the one layer is no more than one house. The roofs of the houses
turn into alleys and crossings for the houses above them to have a
distinguished type.

The ruins, huge stone, caves, cavern curved in stone which the ancient
man has live speak about the story of the history of thousands of years.

Maaloula is rich in all kinds of cultural resources starting with material
resources like ruins and religious and touristic sites to service and
cultural buildings, and its architecture, to mobile cultural resources like
various foods and drinks for which the town is famous, and the
handicraft and artistic works.

There are also the material resources which have a special importance in
the town because it has a big particularity either because of the Aramaic
language which the people speak , the religious and daily life stories,
religious rituals and widespread books, or handicraft, agricultural,
practical and cultural resources and intellectual activities, or its natural
resources including geographic, topographic, geological and climatic
features which contributed to preparing the suitable circumstances for
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the town to basically depend in its urban development on its cultural
resources, and so that these resources have the priority and the
prominent role in increasing the living standards and developing the
town.Putting the study area within a cultural frame work that can adjust
its development processes. Studies in this field proved the failure of
development methods which move away from the cultural component of
development, and although degrees of development were achieved, they
were consuming cultural, social and environmental dimensions which
can‘t be compensated in most of its port. The costs of compensating the
little remaining parts are times the total gain of achieved development.
The importance of the research comes from studying the change of the
effect of the special local culture on the architectural products of in
habitant gatherings and natural environment of the studying area. This
importance comes from linking the change of the place with the effects
of architectural legislators and modern planning bases used in all areas.
Depending on population without considering the heritage and cultural
characteristics and the natural developmental resources, and without the
participation of local community in putting the characteristics which
determine the present and future features of the place and preserve the
authenticity of the past.Their successive organizational chants didn’t
invest the resources and potentials of the town correctly ,On the
contrary, they weakened their role in development process causing its
deterioration. This requires us to work on activating it once again. The
research becomes more important with the possibility of considering the
construction of product and the natural environment which can be
counted upon in development processes. In the next chapter, the research
will present asset of projects and developmental future visions both
statistical and vital forward looking based on investing cultural resources
of all kinds in urban development, so that the cultural component
becomes the first pillar of the development process. Analyzing the
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Cultural Resources in Maaloula: Through the study of the culture and
social changes role in urban development process and the role of the
family and the social entity in this evolution, we find that the cultural
resources in any area have the biggest effect on developmental process
forming the cultural map of any area or state provides a clear idea of the
available potentials of the area, and thus they can be exploited optimally
and developmental opportunities can be created in light of these
potentials of material and non-material resources that contribute to the
mosaic of the cultural map of any area. Achieving the organic
interdependence between developmental plans and projects depends
largely on the political decision which the authority in any country takes,
and on public participation to implement the objectives of the
sustainable development. The organizational charts in the historic towns
of cultural importance used unified architectural standards, and as a
result all the towns looked alike without taking in to account the social,
climatic, geographic or cultural dimension of each of them. It is known
that the old, historic towns area  mirror in their social values rooted in
the public traditions and habits, and so achieving a constructional
domain compatible with social, cultural, climatic and geographical
particularities from the constructional and architectural sides which meet
the demands of modern life on big challenges. Proposed projects:

1-The organizational and constructional needs until 2025. Through the
result of estimating the future population of 2025, the population was
estimated as following: Number of Residents 6000. Number of Holiday
wake 4000. The total population: 10000 people. On light of this
estimation, needs and required spaces will be deter wined.

2- Projects proposed as Development Opportunities:
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2-1: Statistical Developmental projects: They are the statistical based
proposed projects which are based on analyzing the current situation in
estimating the future needs.

First: Spaces Required for the Residents (6000people).The studs shows
that the population area is estimated by 20 Hectares .The Area of the
other activities is estimated by 20 hectares and they include: Local
roads+  services(administrative-  health-  educational)+  green
spaces...... etc.

Second: Areas Needed for the Holiday maker: (4000people): The study
shows that the needed areas for the touristic movement are 40-
50hectares.Thus, the total constructional area ranges between 80-90
hectares and includes the needed population area and non-population
activities.

Non-population Activities: The following activities are suggested:
educational, cultural, health, commercial and administrative, handicraft,
entertainment and touristic, spiritual, in addition to open and green areas.

2-2 Vital, Cultural, Developmental projects: The results of past studies
led to organizational charts put on statistical predictive basis and didn’t
take in to consideration the particularity of the cultural resources of
Maaloula, which resulted in their failure. Since each town or has its
developmental particularity, features and priorities which should be take
in to account when putting the organizational charts, and since the
cultural dimension is one of the most important developmental
dimension sing in general, and in Maaloula in particular, we had to
invest the cultural resources of this town to the maximum. This can be
done through proposing some developmental projects that take the
cultural dimension as a basis for their success. After reading the current
situation and specifying problems, pot entails and cultural resources, and
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after evaluating and restructuring the priorities of the organizational
charts we can develop comprehensive proposals that make use of the
hierarchy of cultural dimension and cultural map in the integrated urban
development process. The proposed projects in the specified area are:
First: site Management: It includes: Projects of rehabilitation and
restoration-Activating the local community- site service- marketing-
funding. Second: Cultural Sector.

Aramaic language Academy: One of the most important fields of
investing the Aramaic language in the region is the possibility
preparing suitable environment and service structure that help
learning it.

Literary and Artistic forums: It is important to follow specific
methodology to maintain the artistic works of Maaloula, on the one
land and promote to attract new artists on the other land.
Technology and Media: It is important to prepare comprehensive
strategy of public relations and multimedia. Third: Educational
Sector:

Faculty of theological studies: Due to Maaloula status on the
international Christian map.

Touristic Institute: Due to the elements of tourist attraction
Maaloula has, establishing a touristic institute is very important to
develop the region.

Agricultural Institute: Maaloula is a town of huge agricultural
production. Fourth: Environmental Sector:

Using Renewable Energies: To meet the needs and requirements of
the developmental process resulted from the increase of energy
consumption.
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e Solid Waste Management: In view of the touristic and cultural
importance of Malloula, special attention should be paid to this
problem to commensurate with the importance of the town.
Conclusion:

Through the above study on the role of culture and social change in
the urban development process and the role of the family and the
social entity in this evolution, we conclude that cultural resources
in any area have the biggest effect on the developmental process.
Establishing the cultural map of a region or a state provides a clear
idea of the available potentials in this region, so that they can be
exploited optimally and developmental opportunities can be
created on the light of these potentials of material and non-material
resources that contribute in forming the mosaic of the cultural map
of any region.

Achieving the organic interdependence between development
plans and projects depends largely on the political decision taken
by the authority in any country, and on the public participation to
fulfill the aims of the sustainable development.

The sustainable development is the final aim of the government’s
effort to develop their communities, and their scientific tool to
achieve that is using the methodology of social cultural planning.
Organizational charts in historic towns which have cultural
importance depended on unified constructional standards and
therefore all the town looked alike without taking into account the
social, climatic, geographical or cultural dimension of each one of
them. It is known that the old, historic towns are a mirror in their
social values rooted in the public traditions and habits, and so
achieving a constructional domain compatible with social cultural,
climatic and geographical particularities from constructional and
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architectural sides which meet the demands of modern life on big
changes.

The research discussed the importance cultural changes and
their role in urban developmental process. In its theoretical
part, it talked about the theoretical trends in studying the
urban development, and then it studied the role of the family
in urban development and the relationship between the social
construction and cultural formation. Then it discussed the
cultural changes in urban development process and project
the theoretical study in its practical section on Malloula and
reached the following results:

There are many theoretical trends on studying urban
development; the most important one is the comparison
between countryside and city, the historical trend, the
economic trend, the demographic trend, the typical trend,
ecological and administrative trend.

The possibility of spatial development necessarily requires
knowing the history and culture of the states and their past
and present social construction. There is also the necessity of
adopting new values, principles and characteristics that
contribute in activating the developmental process with self-
dependence due to owning human and natural resources and
the rational investment of those resources.

Depending on the role of the family and the prevailing local
culture in socialization, and linking it with the role of
education and upbringing as two integrating systems. Then
moving from this linking to globalization which cancelling
identity and heritage.

Depending on the role of the family in depicting the picture
of the community its tradition and circulating it to maintain
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the cultural formation of the community and enriching the
cultural map and using it in spatial development process.

The success of development process depends on considering
cultural sides because the development of social change is a
general phenomenon and a basic characteristic of the
activities and events of social life, and this development is
the way of keeping and evoluting them in place. By balanced
change, stability in getting integrated material and moral
results with the importance of the cultural history of the place
can be achieved.

A distinction should be made between the social and cultural
change. The cultural change is the alteration on both material
and morale side of culture and in all aspects of community
whether in language, art, tradition, customs, the change of
priorities and the scale of values and technology....... etc
.Thus, the social change is part of the cultural change in
addition to that material frame work.

The cultural and social change is the interaction of many
factors to make the change. The strength of one factor may
change according to the change in the circum stances. They
are not all at the same level of importance, so the strength is
relative according to difference of time, place and circum
stances.

The factors of cultural change are formed by the natural and
ecological factors including the geographical site, terrain,
soil, climate and raw material, the population factors,
ideological and cultural factors which are purposeful
intellectual movement, technological factors, economic
factors which are responsible of the development and historic
events that the human community experiences.
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e Attention must be paid to humans in construction and
development processes, and it is important to prepare a
suitable environment for them and to adapt the natural
environmental circumstances and to try to reformulate their
behavior by introducing examined changes in environment
laws, through which we can have a human who is integrated
in his characteristics and properties, belongs to the place,
hold, its identity and thus can be an effective and influential
member in spatial development process.

e Cultural and heritage characteristics of the place should be
relied on and the natural developmental resources should be
taken into account in any developmental process within the
framework of participatory of the local community people in
taking developmental decisions and putting the
characteristics that define the past and present features of the
place and maintain its originality. The constructional
products and the natural environment should also be
considered one of the cultural resources that can be counted
upon in development process.

e Generally speaking, humans are the axis and basis of social
construction. Various social frames depend on them because
they run the systems on which communities are built.
Humans have prominent role in the cultural construction of
communities because they formulate and maintain thoughts
and values, and they are the active element in the culture of
any community. Focusing on humans, taking care of them
and preparing them will contribute to creating a human who
can face challenges imposed by the global cultural invasion
which tries to cancel the local identity.
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e The hierarchy of the effect of cultural dimensions should be
put before starting the process of spatial development and
defining its specifications in all stages. Using the hierarchy of
cultural dimensions opens large horizons for the
developmental process and contributes to the success of the
process and its suitability of the local community.

e Maaloula is rich in all kinds of cultural resources starting
with material resources like ruins and religious and touristic
sites, to service and cultural buildings, and its architecture, to
mobile cultural resources like various foods and drinks for
which the town is famous, and the handicraft and artistic
works. There are also the non-material resources which have
a special importance in the town because it has a big
particularity either because of the Aramaic language which
the people speak, the religious and daily life stories, religious
rituals and wide spread books, or handicraft, agricultural,
practical and cultural recourses and intellectual activates, or
its natural resources including geographic, topographic,
geological and climatic features.

e The cultural resources in Maaloula contributed to preparing
the suitable circumstances for the town to basically depend in
its urban development on its cultural resources, and so that
these resources have the priority and the prominent role in
increasing the living standards and developing the town.

e Malloula has unique historic features, the most important of
which are monasteries, churches, rocky paths, and ancient
and important Christian ruins of the Christian history. Houses
in Maaloula are distinguished by being on top of each other
which gives them special style. Ruins, huge stones, caves,
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caverns engraved in rocks which ancient humans inhabited
narrate the story of thousands of years.

e Putting the study area within the frame work of a cultural
map can adjust the paths of its development. Studies proved
the failure of developmental methods which move away from
the cultural component of development.

e The importance of the research comes from studying the
change of the effect of the special local culture on the
architectural products of inhabitant gatherings and natural
environment of the studying area. This importance comes
from liking the change of the place with the effects of
architectural legislations and modern planning bases used in
all areas depending on population without considering the
heritage and cultural characteristics and the natural
developmental resources, and without the participation of
local community in putting the characteristics which
determine the present and future features of the place and
preserve the authenticity of the past.

e The successive organizational charts didn’t invest the
resources and the potentials of the town correctly; on the
contrary, they weakened their role in development process
causing its deterioration. This requires us to work on
activating it once again. The research because more
important with the possibility of considering the
constructional product and the natural environment which
can be counted upon in developmental processes.

It is necessary, at the end of the research, to provide some
recommendations that serve the purpose of the research on the
importance of cultural dimension and cultural map in developing
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developmental strategies, and the importance of analyzing the cultural
resources of a region on putting its development policies.

Recommendations:

e Depending on the procedures of the urban project to put the bases
of the organizational charts to be more compatible with the
requirements of change in the community, on the condition that it
relies on the strategic axes determined by the organizational
structure ad which direct the action according to priorities on top
of which is developing the present city.

e The importance of parallel work on developing cultural resources,
and updating the organizational charts to guarantee the success of
the development strategy. The cultural resources are valuable
developmental resources by themselves if managed correctly,
Their material and morale contents represented the ruins, different
sites, traditions, mentality and the community itself are the basic
elements, and if they are managed rationally, the required
development strategy can be achieved.

e Providing an institutional frame work suitable for executing the
policy of constructional preservation of historic sites and the
separating areas, with the ability improve the cooperation among
different participating and concerned governmental apparatuses
and institutions.

e Encouraging the coordination of civilization works and field
artistic works through competitions, and adopting them to
publishing them in the streets and squares of the city, since they
are positive human interactions with natural environment and
humans’ passion for them and their desired influence on human
entity and on the community as a whole.
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e Putting and applying general protection measures of international
heritage sites and the separating ones of protection.

e Working on activating the concept of integration between

architecture (mother of arts) and aesthetics (the innate need of all
humans).
This is the basic which developed countries rely on in all
constructional projects and civilization coordination as an
integrated framework stemming out of the principles of
civilization, culture and heritage.

e Enlarging the base of training and qualification in the field of
protecting cultural and natural heritage, focusing on the importance
of cultural and environmental awareness, activating legislations
and developing them to protect the environmental and the heritage,
calling on all researches and decision makes to deepen the studies
of between the systems of heritage and environmental management
on the one hand, and sustainable development on the other hand.

e Reconciling the different levels of urban development: the short-
run, the long-run, local democracy and globalization.

e Studying the possibility of moving from big plans to big vital
projects which the experience of Maaloula has emphasized, for the
purpose of motivating the economy and attracting different
investments.

e The necessity of not separating the procedures from the purpose
which are affected to a large extent by the local particularities. It is
necessary also to reconcile the two different ways of realizing the
common action which are: stage management and the projection of
future that stimulate the doers.

e The necessity of studying the cultural resources of constructional
gatherings especially in historic areas to insert them within a
cultural map that adjusts the paths of their development.
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